PATCHWORK                                        "A"
to apply for police aid in removing this woman."
"Certainly/9 said R------. "That is just what I
was humbly about to submit to this illustrious board
myself; but our Principal should be restrained in
this matter and not plunge in himself, where angels
fear to tread."
"All right, Mr. R------, you may rest quite assured
about that. You didn't expect the Principal to go
down and attack the woman, did you? And throw
her out by the unaided force of his strong right
hand?"
I looked down at my right hand, on the third
finger of which I am wearing my mother's "intaglio"
ring of seventeenth-century Italian workmanship,
engraved with the head of Brutus and two daggers
above the words, reading backwards like the familiar
bath mat, Eid Mar.
We are in November. E'er the ides of March be
come again, whom shall I have murdered?
I got up and said, "That is just my trouble. I
have consulted the Collector and the Commissioner
of Police, who tell me that the police, being almost
entirely Moslems, ought not to be asked to interfere
in this purely Hindu matter, except upon the express
authority of leaders of Hindu thought upon this
board."
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